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Epiphany means uncovering, revealing or manifestation.  The traditional feast of the Epiphany comes on 6th January after the twelve days of Christmas. 

In the Western churches, the celebration focuses on the visit of the far-travelled magi to Jesus by the guiding of a mysterious new star – The idea is that Christ was revealed to people who were not Jews. The bible story speaks simply of ‘wise men from the east’; later tradition fixed their number at three, made them kings and named themem – Caspar, Melchior and Balthasar. So  Epiphanytide is an traditional time to pray for the worldwide mission of the Church 

In the Eastern churches, the focus is on the celebration of Christ’s baptism at the hands of John, when the heavens were opened and a voice from heaven declared Jesus to be God’s beloved Son.

Today churches celebrate Epiphany over a season and think about many bible stories in which Christ is revealed to people.  It ends at the feast of Candlemas on 2nd February



The Story of the Magi from Matthew’s Gospel
Jesus was born in the town of Bethlehem in Judea during the time when Herod was king. After Jesus was born, some wise men from the east came to Jerusalem. 2 They asked people, “Where is the child who has been born to be the king of the Jews? We saw the star that shows he was born. We saw it rise in the sky in the east and have come to worship him.”
3 When King Herod heard about this, it upset him as well as everyone else in Jerusalem. 4 Herod called a meeting of all the leading Jewish priests and teachers of the law. He asked them where the Messiah would be born. 5 They answered, “In the town of Bethlehem in Judea, just as the prophet wrote:
6 ‘Bethlehem, in the land of Judah,
    you are important among the rulers of Judah.
Yes, a ruler will come from you,
    and that ruler will lead Israel, my people.’”
7 Then Herod had a private meeting with the wise men from the east. He learned from them the exact time they first saw the star. 8 Then he sent them to Bethlehem. He said, “Go and look carefully for the child. When you find him, come tell me. Then I can go worship him too.”
9 After the wise men heard the king, they left. They saw the same star they had seen in the east, and they followed it. The star went before them until it stopped above the place where the child was. 10 They were very happy and excited to see the star.
11 The wise men came to the house where the child was with his mother Mary. They bowed down and worshiped him. Then they opened the boxes of gifts they had brought for him. They gave him treasures of gold, frankincense, and myrrh. 12 But God warned the wise men in a dream not to go back to Herod. So they went home to their own country a different way.

[image: Epiphany House Blessing with Chalk (Symbols For 2020) | House blessing,  Epiphany, Christ centered christmas]Some Epiphany traditions
· Star-gazing 
· 3 Kings Star Trail or Treasure Hunt
· Crafts involving stars or crowns 
· Epiphany party 
· Epiphany Cake (Galette des Ros or Rosca des Reyes)
· Chalking of the Door and House blessing
· Tell the story of the wise men on 6th Jan and place the wise men in the crib scene for the first time
· Some people leave the Christmas tree up until Epiphany or Candlemas, the end of the Epiphany Season. 

Gallette des Rois 

[image: pasted-image.tif]Twelfth night marks the end of Christmas festivities and Epiphany with the arrival of the Kings. One traditional way to celebrate this is to have the Twelfth Night cake which contains a bean - and whoever finds the bean gets to wear the crown and be king or queen!  

Top tip: You can adapt the bean idea to include one whole almond in the cake - because the filling of this pastry is ground almonds, it seems appropriate to include a whole blanched almond rather than a bean. You can make a crown from gold card for the king or queen to wear!





12 Days of Christmas Quiz
[bookmark: Top]1.  The Partridge in the pear tree represents Christ.  Explain why the partridge and/or the tree were particularly appropriate choices for this.
2. What do you think the 2 turtle doves represent?
3. Three French hens represent 3 things which according to the bible never end.  What are they?
4.  Four calling birds sing out the gospel’s message.  What are their names?
5.  Five gold rings were probably a late addition to the song…. But the number stands for a group of five important to Jews as well as Christians.  What is it?
6.  How many geese a-laying stand for the days of creation?
7.  Seven swans a-swimming stand for traditional 7-fold gifts of the Holy Spirit.  Name 3 of them.
8.  The eight maids-a-milking are the 8 beatitudes from the Sermon on the mount.  Name 3.
9.  Nine ladies dancing are the nine fruits of the Holy Spirit from Galatians 5.  Name them all -  Love, Joy, Peace, Patience, Kindness, Goodness, Faithfulness, Gentleness and Self Control
10.  What ten is represented by the Lords a-leaping?  The Commandments.
[image: pasted-image.tif]11.  What eleven is represented by the pipers piping?  
12.  What 12 I represented by the drummers drumming?  
13.  St Stephen’s Day was put next to Christmas as an honour to the first Christian martyr.  How did he die?
14. Whose day is celebrated on 27th December? 
15.  What is the significance the bean in a traditional “King Cake” eaten on twelfth night in many countries?
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